
Math 280: Introduction to Linear 

Algebra, Section 1, Spring 2013 
 

 

Meetings: TTH 2:35–3:50 in SH 116 

 

Instructor: Guram Bezhanishvili 

Email: gbezhani@math.nmsu.edu 

Office: SH 245 

Phone: 646–2837 

 

Office Hours: TTH 1:15–2:15 and by appointment 

 

Prerequisite: C or better in Math 190G 

 

Textbook: Linear Algebra and Its Applications, 4th Edition, David C. Lay, Addison/Wesley 

 

Catalog Description: Systems of equations, matrices, vector spaces and linear 

transformations. Applications to computer science.  

 

Objectives: Matrices and linear algebra arise in all parts of mathematics and in the disciplines 

that use mathematics. Matrices are a convenient means to encode information, and linear 

algebra provides the methodology to analyze and simplify matrices so that they become an 

effective tool in applications. The main objective of Math 280 is to study the basic linear 

algebra and its use in applications. 

 

Course Content: We will cover most of the first five chapters of the text. Additional topics in 

Chapter 6 will be discussed as time permits. The material will largely be covered in the order 

it appears in the text.  

 

Grades:  

 

Homework  20% 

Exam1   25% 

Exam 2  25% 

Final Exam  30% 

 

Homework: Homework will be assigned routinely and a sample of exercises will be collected 

periodically for grading. To succeed in this course, daily work on practice problems must be 

done. Exams will test both conceptual understanding and quantitative manipulations. Practice 

will build the required critical thinking and problem solving skills required on the exams. A 

student who can complete all homework problems will have a good grasp of the course 

material, and many of the questions on the midterm and final exams will be of a similar nature 

to those assigned as homework.  
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Exams: There will be total of three in-class exams, including the final. The first exam will be 

given in the beginning of March, the second exam will be given in the first half of April, and 

the final cumulative exam will be given on Thursday, May 9, 3:30–5:30. The use of 

calculators on the exams is prohibited.  

 

Missed Test Policy: There will be no makeup for missed homework. The only valid excuses 

for missing the exams are documented illness or university sponsored events. Supporting 

documentation is required.  

 

You must inform me as soon as you know you will have difficulty attending a scheduled 

exam. Except in the case of a genuine emergency, this should occur BEFORE the exam is 

given. Permission to take the makeup exam is NOT automatic, and students who need to 

do so must make arrangements ahead of time. Once an exam is graded and returned, it 

cannot be made up under any circumstances. 

 

Extra Help: It is best to come to office hours or make an appointment when you have trouble. 

But the department also provides assistance in the Mathematics Tutoring Center (WH 101). A 

schedule will be placed on the door of that room. Not all tutors know Linear Algebra, so ask 

the instructor on duty for help in finding an appropriate tutor. 

 

Withdrawals and Incompletes: You have the primary responsibility for withdrawing from 

the course. The last date to drop with a “W” is Tuesday, March 12
th

.  Under University 

policy, an I grade is allowed only if a student has passed the first half of the course, and is 

precluded from completion of the second half of the course by a documented illness or family 

crisis. 

 

Important Notes: 

 

 You are expected to attend every class and show up on time.  

 Announcements and grading will be communicated to you through Canvas. Access 

your Canvas account regularly. 

 At the end of the final examination, the course is over, and there are no more 

opportunities to submit additional work.  

 I will not compose extra credit assignments for students who want to try to compensate 

for poor results in another component of the course. 

 

Disabilities and Discrimination: Feel free to call Diana Quintana, Coordinator of Services 

for Student with Disabilities, at 575-646-6840 with any questions you may have on student 

issues related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  All medical information will be treated confidentially. 

 

Feel free to call Jerry Nevarez, Director of Institutional Equity, at 575-646-3635 with any 

questions you may have about NMSU’s Non-Discrimination Policy and complaints of 

discrimination, including sexual harassment. 


