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Model United Nations Overview
For students interested in international affairs, the NMSU Model United Nations program offers
an enriching experience, regardless of their field of study or whether they are an
undergraduate or graduate student. Model UN encourages personal and academic growth and
helps students develop skills in public speaking, writing, diplomacy, and research. Students are
introduced to global issues, such as peace, security, conflict, environmental sustainability,
nuclear security, human rights protection, among many others. Our members are from a
diverse academic background, including government, biology, economics, sociology, women’s
studies, and environmental sciences and ages range from freshman to graduate student. The
2011-2012 year brought fourteen outstanding delegates to the team, including three graduate
students, and eight members who have never participated in Model UN before.

Recruitment
Model UN members were recruited from the NMSU student body. The primary methods of
recruitment were: posting flyers around campus and the community, classroom presentations,
recruitment events on campus including Aggie Fest, announcements on email list-serves,
including the Crimson Scholar, Student Hotline and Government Student list-serve, and an
information session held in the Government Department Conference Room that was conducted
by the President and the Vice President.
All interested students were required to go through a two-step application process consisting of
a written application follow by an in person interview. The written application consisted of
several short answer essay questions in addition to a one-page essay in which the applicant was
instructed to discuss any significant problem in international affairs and their preferred
approach to the solution to their selected problem. Finalists that were competitively selected
for an interview were notified via email on Thursday, September 8, 2011.
Interview were held on Monday, September 12, 2011 in Breland Hall Room 258 from 4:007:00pm on a first-come first-served basis. Interviews were led by the President, the Vice
President, and the Secretary with the assistance of both Faculty Advisors. Interviews consisted
of several short answer questions including questions about the essay that was submitted as
part of their written application, in addition to a role playing exercise in which applicants were
able to choose from two scenarios. The first scenario consisted of representing the President of
the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas and explaining why they decided to withdraw from
peace negotiations with Israel and pursue, unilaterally, recognition of Palestinian statehood at
the United Nations. The second scenario consisted of representing the leader of the South
Sudan and responding to questions regarding the recent surge of violence in the South Sudan.
Finalists were notified of their acceptance to the team on the evening of September 12, 2011
via email.

3

Executive Board
Faculty Advisor, Dr. Nancy Baker
Dr. Nancy Baker is a Regents Professor in the Department
Government at NMSU. She holds a Ph.D. from Tulane
University of New Orleans. Dr. Baker teaches courses on
The American Presidency, Civil Liberties, Law and Sex,
Constitutional Law, Comparative Legal Systems, Seminar
In American Politics, the Citizen and the State, and
Women and Politics. This year, she served as the primary
Faculty advisor during Fall semester and supervised the
fundraising and club activities.

Faculty Advisor, Dr. Yosef Lapid
Dr. Yosef Lapid is a Regents Professor in the Department
of Government at NMSU. He holds a Ph.D. degree from
Columbia University and has taught at Hebrew University
In Jerusalem and at Carleton University in Ottawa,
Canada prior to joining the NMSU faculty in 1990. He
Teaches courses on International Relations, Religion and
Nationalism, and Terrorism and the Middle East. This year,
he served as the primary Faculty Advisor during the Spring
semester and supervised the academic coursework of te
Spring 3 credit class.

President, Erica Butts
Erica Butts is a second-year veteran of the Model UN
team. Erica is pursuing a Master’s degree in Public
Administration and will graduate in May 2012. She has a
Bachelor of Arts in Government and History. Erica is also
Graduate Assistant in the Office of Study Abroad where
she has worked for three years as a study abroad advisor
for Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Canada. Upon
graduation, she will work for Teach for America in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma where she will teach high school
mathematics in Oklahoma City Public School District.
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Vice President, Lydia Hammond
Lydia Hammond is a second-year veteran of Model UN,
and senior pursing a Bachelor of Arts in Government. Lydia
is also the President of the Arts and Science Council and an
Ambassador for the College of Arts and Sciences. In her
free time Hammond enjoys running with her dogs, reading
and being a competitive hunter jumper. Hammond hopes
to attend graduate school in a conflict and peace studies
program after graduating from NMSU in May 2013.

Secretary, Thomas Burnham
Thomas Burnham is a second-year veteran of Model UN
and will graduate in May 2012 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Government and History. During the summer of 2011,
Thomas studied Mandarin Chinese at Donghua University
in Shanghai, China with support from the Confucius
Institute. Thomas hopes to continue on in academia to
study and write about international political economy and
the modern history of developing nations.

Treasurer, Randy Taylor
Randy is a third-year veteran of Model UN and a
senior pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Government
major with a Supplementary major in Law and
Society and two minors in International Relations
and Political Theory. Randy will study abroad in
Lyon, France during the upcoming Fall 2012
semester.
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Member-at-Large, Upile Chisala
Upile is a first-year member of Model UN and a
freshman pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology.
Upile was born and raised in Malawi, Africa. After
completing her bachelor’s degree at NMSU, she
would like to study international relations and
developmental studies at the graduate level with
the hope of one day working for the United
Nations Children’s Fund focusing her career on
assuring that the basic needs of children
throughout the world are met.
Member-at-Large, Collin King
Collin King is a first-year member of Model UN and
a senior pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Government
with minors in Political Philosophy, International
Relations, and History. Collin will graduate in May
2012 and he plans to attend graduate school at
NMSU in the fall of 2012 and pursue a Master of
Arts in Government and Security Studies. Collin
hopes to work for the U.S. State Department after
graduate school or for an intelligence agency as an
analyst.
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Member Biographies
Rose Daniel
Rose Daniel is a first-year member of Model UN.
She is a freshman pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in
Women’s Studies. Her other academic interests
include government, sociology, and psychology.
Rose also works in the College of Arts and Sciences
Dean’s Office as a student assistant.

Catie Ford
Catie Ford is a first-year member of Model UN. She
is graduate student pursuing a Master of Arts in
Government and she has Bachelor ‘s degrees in
Criminal Justice and Sociology from NMSU. Catie is
also a Graduate Assistant in the Department of
Government where she also serves as the Vice
President of the Government Graduate Student
Organization. Catie is currently in the prospectus
stage of her thesis which will focus on the role of
the Military in the Arab Spring. She will travel to
Morocco and participate in a community volunteer
project this summer and will graduate in December
2012.
Haley Grant
Haley Grant is a first-year member of MUN. She is a
senior pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Government
with a minor in International Relations and a
complementary Law and Society major. Haley
enjoys outdoor activities including mountain and
BMX biking, hiking, and water-skiing. Haley
interests also include Icelandic literature, music,
and spending time with her siblings. Haley will be
graduating with Honors in the Spring of 2013 and
will complete an internship in Iceland this summer.
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Emma Hamilton
Emma Hamilton is a first-year member of MUN and a
junior pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Government and
Spanish and minoring in Women’s studies. Emma is also
interested in state and local politics in addition to her
desire to learn more about international relations and
foreign affairs. Emma is Vice President of Pi Sigma Alpha
Honors Government Society, the treasurer of the ASNMSU
Arts and Sciences Council, and a member of ASNMSU
Student Advocacy Board.

Zackary Quintero
Zackary is a second-year veteran of MUN and a junior
pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Government and Economics
with a minor in international relations. Over the past two
years Zack interned in Washington, D.C. with the U.S.
Treasury Department where he worked on fiscal security
policy and for Senator Tom Udall of New Mexico where he
focused on immigration, healthcare, and budgetary affairs.
Zack is also currently serving as a Senator for the College
of Arts and Sciences and a member of the Student
Advocacy Board. After graduating from NMSU, Zack plans
to pursue a law degree with the hope of opening his own
law firm in New Mexico as well as starting a non-profit
organization focusing on economic development for
southern rural communities and Native American land.
Kathryn Sanchez
Kathryn is a first-year member of MUN and a freshman
pursing a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a Bachelor of
Arts in Government. As a high school student, Kathryn was
the President of the National Honor Society, President of
her Senior Class, and the salutatorian of the Grants High
School Graduation class of 2011. After graduating from
NMSU, Kathryn hopes to influence public policy as it
pertains to important scientific research through
legislation.
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Derrick Vinson
Derrick is a second-year veteran of MUN and a sophomore
pursing a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science.
Derrick is currently serving as the programming chair for
NMSU Residence Hall Association and is also the Vice
President of the Arts and Science Council. After graduation
from NMSU, Derrick hopes to work in environmental
consulting or be accepted to the U.S. Coast Guard’s
College Student Pre-Commissioning Initiative.

Russell Walter
Russell is a first-year member of MUN and a graduate student
pursing a Master of Public Administration and he will graduate
in May 2012. He has a Bachelor of Arts in Agriculture and
Extension Education from NMSU. During his undergraduate
work, Russell Participated with Collegiate 4-H, Collegiate FFA,
NMSU Wool Judging, and a number of other extracurricular
activities. Russell is currently serving as the Program
Coordinator for the New Mexico Agricultural Leadership
program, which is a program designed to broaden the horizons
of agriculturists within the state.
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Fundraising
Model UN Supporters
National Model United Nations Conferences, Approximate Cost: ~$ 17, 447.00
These costs include conference registration fees, airfare, hotel accommodations, gas, parking,
transportation in New York City, and any other travel associated cost. The funding needed to
cover these expenses was generated through the banquet fundraiser as well as contributions
from individuals, the NMSU Administration, NMSU academic departments and the Associated
Students of NMSU. We are incredibly grateful to everyone who generously contributed to our
successes this year. Below is a list of supporters, named in no particular order.
Platinum Supporters
Donations of $1,000.00 and higher
Aggies Go Global
NMSU College of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences
NMSU College of Arts and Sciences
International Relations Institute
Jose Fernandez Memorial Chair
Nick Franklin
Gold Supporters
Donations of $500.00 to $999.99
NMSU College of Business
Calculex
NMSU Department of Government
NMSU Honors College
International Programs
KRWG
Study Abroad
Silver Supporters
Donations up to $499.99
NMSU Department of Biology
NMSU Department of Economics
NMSU Department of Chemical Engineering
NMSU Department of Civil Engineering
NMSU Department of English
NMSU Graduate School
NMSU Department of History
NMSU Department of Languages and Linguistics
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Fourth Annual Night at the UN Banquet

th

The 2011-2012 MUN team with Faculty Advisors Dr. Yosef Lapid and Dr. Baker at the 4 Annual “Night at the
UN” Banquet with our speaker of honor, Teri Schultz.

The 4th Annual “Night at the UN” fundraising banquet was held on Thursday, February 23, 2012
at the New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum at 6:00 p.m. the MUN team was honored
to feature international reporter and NMSU alumna Teri Schultz as our Distinguished Speaker.
As stated in Teri’s professional biography, Teri has covered the European Union, NATO, and the
BENELUX region since late 2006. Among her regular clients are National Public Radio, CBS
Radio, Deutsche Welle Radio, and Global Post.
Teri recently covered the Norwegian shootings and the Radovan Karadzic trial for NPR. She has
been to Afghanistan twice with NATO in addition to one trip with then-Secretary of State Colin
Powell in January 2002, where the U.S. formally re-opened its embassy. She covered the U.S.
State Department for FOX News Channel from 2000-2006 and traveled frequently with Powell
throughout his tenure, reporting on the build-up to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and on the
impact of U.S. foreign policy around the globe, particularly in the Middle East and Europe. Prior
to that, she was a reporter/producer with Reuters Television and a writer with ABC News in
Washington. Teri lived in Helsinki, Finland from 1989-1997, working as an anchor and reporter
for the Finnish Broadcasting Company’s English-language radio service. She covered the decline
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of the USSR and the independence of the former Soviet states as a freelance reporter/producer
for CNN International and Many other international broadcasters. In 2004, Teri was awarded a
prestigious Knight International Press Fellowship and spent three months traversing Russia,
training radio journalists in reporting, ethics and editorial balance. She subsequently spent a
week in rural Zambia giving similar instruction. Teri holds a Master of Science (magna cum
laude) in International Relations from the University of Helsinki and a Bachelor’s degree (with
honors) in journalism from New Mexico State University. In 2003, NMSU named her a
“Distinguished Alumna” for the College of Arts and Sciences. Teri’s speech for the evening was
entitled “Afghan Transition: On Track or Backtrack?” and featured her experiences working in
Afghanistan with NATO.
Other speakers for the evening included NMSU President Dr. Barbara Couture, Faculty Advisors
Dr. Yosef Lapid and Dr. Nancy Baker, and MUN President Erica Butts. The banquet also featured
a silent auction with items donated by: the Rio Grande Return, Animal Haven Lodge and Salon,
Duncan Noble, Silver Studio, Solamente de Mesilla, Julienne Jewelry, Hilton Garden Inn, Delano
and Gail Lewis, St. Clair Winery, Nambe, local artist Gabriella Denton, Hotel Encanto, Holiday
Inn Express, McAllister’s Deli, La Posta, American Southwest Theater Company, D&G Nutrition,
Richard Griego with State Farm Insurance Agency, Arbonne Independent Consultant Laura
Smart, Prime Time Fitness, Teri Schultz, the Confucius Institute, and Roberta Gran. The banquet
also featured live musical entertainment provided by NMSU music students Stephanie Butchko,
Darlene Mueller, Chrisopher Hernandez, and David Garnand. Over two hundred guests
attended the banquet, and after costs, the team grossed almost $3,000.
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Community Service

The 2011-2012 team at Keep State Great

Community service is an important aspect of MUN but it also a way for the team to receive
funding from the ASNMSU Student Government. For every 3 hours on and off campus
community service, student organizations are awarded a designated amount of financial
assistance. This year, the MUN team completed 6 hours of on-campus community service and 6
hours off-campus community service in order to be eligible to apply for financial assistance
from NMSU. Through ASNMSU, 49% of the costs to attend the National MUN Conference were
funded, which totaled $8,550. Receiving funding through ASNMSU is an integral part of the
team’s annual success and greatly eases our financial burden.

On-Campus Community Service
This year, the MUN team participated in various community service events. On Campus, the
team participated in Keep State Great which is a day devoted to cleaning up the NMSU campus.
This year, our team was assigned to pick up trash at the free parking lots located next to the
football stadium. Also on campus, the team participated in Halloween Howl which is an event
held Halloween night as a safe alternative to trick-or-treating where campus clubs and
organizations conducting Halloween games and booths and campus and community members
to bring their children. MUN held a very successful toilet bowl toss, in which children stand at a
certain distance and toss paper rolls into a toilet and then receive candy and other prizes.
Finally, on campus, the team participated in Campus Visit Day in which team members gave
campus tours to prospective students, and helped with participant check in.
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Off-Campus Community Service
Off campus, the team participated in the Renaissance Fair at Young Park. At the fair, the team
worked with the Big Brother and Big Sister Organization by selling Pepsi products at various
tent locations at the Fair. Off campus, the team also helped usher at a local Children's Theater
play over the course of a weekend.

Preparation and Spring Class
Fall 2011
During the fall 2011 semester, the MUN team met as a chartered student organization and not
as a class. Weekly meetings were held at 5:30 pm on Friday evenings and focused on research,
public speaking, conference rules and procedure, banquet planning, community service, and
fundraising. A full length practice simulation was also held during the fall semester in
November. Meetings were led by the President and the Model UN officers with the assistance
of both faculty advisors.
In November 2012, the team received our National Model United Nations (NMUN) Conference
country assignment of Lebanon. At the beginning of the semester, a list of the team’s top ten
country preferences were summited to the NMUN conference staff in addition to a detailed
justification as to why our team believed that we would represent out top-choice country well. Our
country preference list consisted of: 1. Lebanon; 2. South Africa; 3. Oman; 4. Yemen; 5. Nicaragua;
6. Israel; 7. Namibia; 8. Rwanda; 9. Ecuador; and 10. Bolivia. The team was very excited to receive
our top-choice country assignment, an honor never experienced by the MUN team in the past. At
NMUN 2012, representing Lebanon provided the opportunity to serve on eight committees,
including the rare opportunity to serve on Security Council. The MUN team was then divided up into
pairs of two to serve on each committee, with two members serving on a committee alone. Each
committee provided delegates with a background guide that outlined three international issues that
the committee was to discuss during the Conference. Members on each committee began to
immediately research Lebanon’s position on the three issues in preparation for writing a position
paper. NMUN requires all delegates to submit a position paper outlining the positions and proposed
solutions that their country has on each topic. Writing position papers is a unique research
experience. Because the papers cannot be more than two singled spaced pages, students are
required to sort through a large amount of information and interpret and articulate the main
themes and priorities of their country.

Spring 2012
During the spring 2012 semester, students enrolled in one of four Model United Nations
courses (GOVT 313, GOVT 314, GOVT 406, and GOVT 598) for three credits. First year Model UN
students enrolled in GOVT 313, and second year veterans enrolled in GOVT 314. Students with
more than two years of Model UN experience enrolled in GOVT 406 and graduate students
enrolled in GOVT 598. The spring class was led by faculty advisor Dr. Yosef Lapid and MUN
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President Erica Butts. The class met twice a week every from 3:00 pm to 4:15 on Monday and
Wednesday. The MUN spring class requires each student to be actively involved in all aspects of
the class with an emphasis on team leadership from the MUN officers and veterans on the
team. The goals of the course were to: develop an understanding of the United Nations,
international politics, and diplomacy; foster student research, public speaking, and diplomacy
skills; and achieve a thorough knowledge of current global issues as well as the politics and
culture of the country being represented at the time.
Throughout the spring, each student conducted research and continued to polish their position
paper on Lebanon’s position on each of the three topics discussed in their assigned committee.
Students from each committee prepared a formal presentation to the class providing a brief
background on the history, powers, and focus of their committees and the issues they were
discussing. Final copies of each of the eight positions papers was submitted to NMUN on
October 15, 2012. The team also began to focus their preparation on not only Lebanon’s
position on each of the issues in their assigned to their committee, but also on Lebanon’s role
and position in the larger realm of international affairs focusing specifically on Lebanon’s
economy, domestic policy, and international relations placing a particular emphasis on
Lebanon’s relations with Syria, Iran, Palestine, Israel, Lebanon’s action within the United
Nations and the unique role of Hezbollah within Lebanon.
In addition, the team also continued to learn, practice, and master the NMUN conference rules
of procedure, practice resolution and report writing, improve public speaking abilities through a
series of persuasive speeches, and learn about the United Nations. During this semester, the
team participated in a simulation of the General Assembly First Committee in order to further
prepare for the NMUN Conference. Each student was assigned a country for the simulation,
with some of the veteran delegates chairing in preparation for Chair interviews at NMUN. At
the time of the conference, each NMSU delegate was a confident and effective member of his
or her committee because of the extensive preparation emphasized throughout the year.
Throughout the course of the year both during the fall and spring semesters, the MUN
members-at-large, Collin King and Upile Chisala, attended bi-weekly Arts and Science Council
Meetings. MUN Vice President Lydia Hammond served as the President of Arts and Sciences
Council, MUN member Derrick Vinson served as the Vice President, and MUN member Emma
Hamilton served as the Treasurer. At the Arts and Science Council, the MUN team is very active
in discussing and voting on the NMSU student government’s legislation and all members
attended at least one meeting per semester. In addition, team representation at the Arts and
Science also serves as an opportunity for funding.
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National Model United Nations Conference
The 2012 National Model United Nations (NMUN) Conference was held at the New York
Sheraton Hotel and Towers in New York City from April 1-5, 2012. This was the NMSU MUN
team’s thirteenth year to attend the Conference, having previously represented Israel, Syria,
Ghana, Haiti, Ecuador, Paraguay, the Philippines, the League of Arab States, Spain, Egypt,
Finland, Switzerland, and Lithuania.

Committees and Issues
As delegates from Lebanon, we represented Lebanon on 8 committees and discussed the
following topics:
Head Delegate: Erica Butts
General Assembly First Committee: Kathryn Sanchez
Topic 1: Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in Africa
Topic 2: Measures to Prevent and Deter Cyberwarfare
Topic 3: Implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention
General Assembly Second Committee: Upile Chisala and Rose Daniel
Topic 1: The Role of Intellectual Property in Facilitating Trade and Attracting
Foreign Direct Investment
Topic 2: The Role of Microcredit in Promoting Economic Development
Topic 3: Fresh Water Management and Economic Development
General Assembly Third Committee: Lydia Hammond
Topic 1: Combating Human trafficking
Topic 2: Development and the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Topic 3: Transnational Organized Crime
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia: Zackary Quintero
Topic 1: Addressing Youth Unemployment in the ESCWA Region and Arab World
Topic 2: Promoting the Empowerment of Women in the ESCWA Region
Topic 3: Economic and Social Reconstruction in Palestine
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Conference on Sustainable Development Rio+29: Derrick Vinson and Emma Hamilton
Topic 1: The Green Economy in the Context of Sustainable Development and
Poverty Eradication
Topic 2: Keeping the Green Economy Blue: Protecting Oceans and Fisheries for
Future Generations
Topic 3: Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development
Organization of the Islamic Conference: Thomas Burhnam and Haley Grant
Topic 1: Targeting Religious Intolerance
Topic 2: The Humanitarian and Socioeconomic Impact of Israeli Settlements in
Palestinian Quality of Life
Topic 3: Promoting Order for Regimes in Transition
Security Council: Randy Taylor and Collin King
Topic 1: Managing Peace, Security, and Prosperity in the South China Sea
Topic 2: Enhancing Efficiency and Credibility of UN Sanctions
Topic 3: Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation
Conference on the Arms Trade Treaty: Catie Ford and Russell Walter
1. Scope
2. Parameters / Criteria
3. International Cooperation and Assistance
4. Victims’ Assistance
5. Implementation
6. Verification
7. Final Provisions
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The Permanent Mission of Lebanon to the United Nations

The 2011-2012 team at the Permanent Mission of Lebanon to the United Nations with Deputy Permanent
Representative Caroline Ziade.

As a part of NMUN, time is allotted on the second day of the conference for delegations to
schedule mission briefings with the Permanent Missions to the United Nations for their
assigned Member State. On Monday, April 2, 2012, the NMSU MUN team met with Deputy with
Deputy Permanent Representative Caroline Ziade at the Permanent Mission of Lebanon to the
United Nations. At the United Nations, Caroline Ziade covers United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 1559 and 1701, the Special Tribunal for Lebanon and issues of United Nations
reform. In January, the team submitted a list of questions regarding Lebanon’s position on the
topics under discussion in each of our eight committees. During our mission briefing, Caroline
Ziade was able to provide the team with valuable information regarding Lebanon’s position on
each issue, in addition to valuable advice based on her experiences as a Lebanese diplomat in
the United Nations.
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Awards

The 2011-2012 Lebanon Delegation in the United Nations General Assembly Hall with our award for
Outstanding Delegation.

At the National Model United Nations Conference in New York, three types of awards are
distributed: Delegation Awards, Position Paper Awards, and Delegate Awards in Committee.
Delegation awards are distributed based on the consistent performance on an entire delegation
within each committee in which they are representing their assigned country. The areas of
evaluation for Delegation Awards are: remaining in character, participating in committee, and
proper use of the rules of procedure. Delegation awards are distributed at three levels, with the
top award of “Outstanding Delegation”, followed by “Distinguished Delegation” and
“Honorable Mention”. Building on the successes of previous years, our Model UN team was
awarded the Outstanding Delegation award at the NMUN 2012 conference.
At NMUN 2012, Position Paper awards were distributed based on delegation position paper
submissions within each committee, and not based on all the position papers submitted by a
delegation as a cohesive group. Position Paper Awards were chosen by the Director of each
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committee and distributed to the top position papers in each committee. Position papers are a
critical part of our preparation for the conference and the following criteria are used by the
NMUN conference staff to evaluate position papers: citation of relevant resolutions and
important documents, general consistency with bloc/geopolitical constraints, consistency with
the constraints of the United Nations, and the analysis of issues. This year, Thomas Burnham
and Haley Grant received an Outstanding Position Paper Award in the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and Zackary Quintero received an Outstanding Position Paper Award in the
Economic and Social Commission of Western Asia.
Delegate Awards in committee are selected by each committee by popular vote of committee
delegates. The number of Outstanding Delegate Awards distributed in each committee is based
on the size of the committee. NMUN identifies an Outstanding Delegate as one who stays in the
character of their assigned Member States and who works cooperatively and diplomatically
with others. This year, Randy Taylor and Collin King received the Outstanding Delegates Award
in the Security Council and Zackary Quintero received an Outstanding Delegate Award in the
Economic and Social Commission of Western Asia.
In addition to the awards listed above, two members of our team were also selected to serve as
a Chair and as a Rapporteur. Chair and Rapporteur positions are competitively selected and
delegates must undergo a written and an in-person interview to be selected for the position.
The Chair of a committee is responsible for the procedural functions of the committee and
works closely with the Direct and the Assistant Director of their committee. A Rapporteur
serves as an important aide to the Director, Assistant Director, and the Chair of the committee
and is responsible for assisting with many of the administrative matters of a committee. This
year, Lydia Hammond was selected to serve as the Chair of the African Union and Derrick
Vinson was selected to serve as the Rapporteur of the Peace Building Commission

Next Year’s Projections
Upon returning from New York, the team held a debriefing session in which we developed
progressive ideas for next year. The NMSU Model United Nations team hopes to continue our
exceptional record of success next year at the National Model United Nations Conference in
New York City. In addition to attending this conference, the team hopes to expand our
participation in other Model United Nations conferences by attending a Model United Nations
Conference abroad. The team also hopes to expand our collaboration with other Model United
Nations teams by partnering with a Model United Nations team abroad and jointly representing
a country at a conference. We also look forward to organizing the Fifth Annual “Night at the
UN” Banquet. Our team anticipates that the 2012-2013 year will be a highly successful one.
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2012-2013 Model UN Officers
Elections were held on May 1, 2012; candidates were nominated based on club needs and positions
desired.

President: Lydia Hammond
Vice President: Collin King
Treasurer: Haley Grant
Secretary: Emma Hamilton
Member-at-Large: Upile Chisala
For more information about Model UN, please visit our website or email next year’s president
at lh@nmsu.edu.
The 2011-2012 Executive Board thanks the MUN team and Dr. Yosef Lapid and Dr. Nancy
Baker for their efforts, and wishes the new officers and next year’s team success at the 2013
National Model United Nations Conference and hopes that NMSU students will continue to
reap the many benefits of participating in Model United Nations.

Quotes from the Team
Erica Butts: “It has been a privilege to serve as President of a team that is made up of such
extraordinary individuals that each brings their own unique talents and strengths to the table.
The leadership skills that I have gained through this position are skills that are transferrable to
both my professional and personal life, and this has been one of the most memorable aspects
of my college career. “
Lydia Hammond: "I learned so much this year about research and myself. I truly enjoyed
getting to know the team and being a part of the team. The National Model UN Conference was
a blast, being a Chair at conference was an amazing experience."
Randy Taylor: “Serving on the Security Council this year was a privilege and an honor. While the
consensus building and negotiation was the most intense I have seen at conference, the team
and individual awards also proved to me that NMSU and our Model UN team can and
consistently does produce some of the best prepared and most articulate internationally
competitive students.”
Thomas Burnham: “Model UN provides unique opportunities in such a way so as to weave
them together to form an enlightening and cosmopolitan experience. Taking on and
comprehensively studying a perspective that may be vastly different from our own, interacting
with students from around the world, working together to solve real-world issues, meeting a
foreign nation's diplomatic mission, and even just standing in the United Nations General
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Assembly Hall all make for a profound chance for any student's education and selfstrengthening.”
Collin King: "NMUN provided one of the most academically rigorous experiences of my career
at NMSU; the preparation of the course provided an in depth country study of Lebanon and the
Conference displayed the necessity of informed improvisation and adaptation to unexpected
developments."
Upile Chisala: "The MUN team was a supportive force of bright students who were always
eager to lead a hand to a newbie like myself. I am grateful for them and the excellent one-of-akind experience that the NMUN conference offers. You become a more knowledgeable person
with a broader understanding of the world and the different views of the individuals in it. I
highly recommend it."
Rose Daniel: “Model UN proved to be the ideal way to engage in issues facing our international
community at large, while gaining an understanding of how international diplomacy and the
how United Nations operates today. The challenges and effort required, which at times seemed
daunting, proved to be worth the rich learning experiences gained.”
Catie Ford: “The 2012 NMUN Conference was amazing! I was on the committee for the Arms
Trade Treaty, which was both exciting and challenging. The Director and staff for my committee
were very helpful, and made the whole experience a lot of fun. My favorite part of the trip to
NYC was getting to meet Caroline Ziade and receiving great advice from her for the conference.
The whole trip was a great learning experience, and I am so grateful to have been part of such a
great and successful team!”
Haley Grant: "I don't think Lebanon's political alliances will ever be particularly interesting
subject matter in any casual conversation but, boy, was it useful at NMUN."
Emma Hamilton: “Participating in Model UN truly took me out of my comfort zone and
transformed my research, public speaking, and negotiating skills in a hands-on way that can't be
matched. What our team and other driven students from across the globe accomplished during
the week at the NMUN Conference gives me hope for the future of the UN and diplomacy in a
changing world."
Zackary Quintero: “The ability to come together with students from around the world to
collaborate on how we can make this world better is more than an just a competition; it’s an
honor.”
Kathryn Sanchez: “MUN was a great experience. Not only does it teach important negotiations
skills, but the true complexity of international relations. I can now truly appreciate the United
Nations for the global forum that it is, uniting many unique cultures.”
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Derrick Vinson: “It is so rewarding to see, other countries listen to and accept your solutions to
the problems at hand. You feel as if you are actually writing resolutions on the subject."
Russell Walter: “Model United Nations was an amazing experience. We are a group of
individuals from all walks of life brought together with a common goal. At times the preparation
for the conference was challenging, and pushed us beyond our own expectations. For me
personally the most rewarding things was watching as the research and time my partner and I
put in became treaty segments, which eventually made their way into the final document voted
upon by the committee. At times the vast number of delegations and idea baffled me, I can
recall thinking, “there’s no way we are going finish in time.” But the art of negotiation and
diplomacy managed to guide our committee toward a beneficial solution. As a graduate
student, I would like to think that I was better prepared for the NMUN, but my team mates
proved me wrong. I’ve learned a great deal from them, and hope to maintain working
relationship in years to come.”

Special Thanks
The NMSU Model UN team extends a special thank you to the following people and
organizations, named in no particular order, that were an integral part of our success.
President Barbara Couture and Provost Wilkins, Teri Schultz, Deputy Permanent Representative
Caroline Ziade and the staff of the Permanent Mission of Lebanon to the United Nations, Janet
Perez with NMSU University Communications, Nick Franklin, Lucille Casas, The Associated
Students of NMSU, The NMSU Arts and Sciences Council, Pat Vargas, Cynthia Garrett, Dean
Christa Slaton, Jay Rodman, NMSU music students Stephanie Butchko, Darlene Mueller,
Chrisopher Hernandez, and David Garnand, the New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum,
and all of our silent auction donors.
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